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WWII Pickett Hamilton Fort on Silloth Green

On Saturday 14th February 
in glorious sunny weather the 
brilliant Ian Ward Plant Hire 
and Lawson’s Plant Hire did an 
incredible job of digging a hole, 
transporting a 14 tonne Pickett 
Hamilton Fort from Silloth 
Airfield and placing it in the hole 
on Silloth Green. 

This is one of three 
underground Forts that were at 
Silloth Airfield which were used 
for protection against a Parachute 
led invasion from the German 
Luftwaffe in World War Two. 
There were around 330 put in 
place in Great Britain during the 
Second World War and only 48 
now exist - one on Silloth Airfield, 
one on Solway Holiday Village and 
now one on Silloth Green 

These Forts were hydraulically 
operated and Silloth Airfield 
Project have restored one of 
these Forts (big help from Tom, 
Gavin and Tarn Rumney with 
the pumping mechanism) so that 
it’s original workings are back in 
operation and we can now pump 
the Turret up. We will publicise 
when we will carry this out on 
specific days.

The Fort is part of a five 
location Silloth Military Trail with 
information boards - the other 
locations being: Mawbray Banks, 
Silloth Golf Club, Causewayhead 
Cemetery and Grune Point this 
one is positioned next to the 
Hudson Bomber on the edge of the 
Silloth Green. 

There are Silloth Military Trail 
leaflets all around Shops in Silloth 
as well as Abbeytown, Wigton, 
Carlisle, Mawbray, Allonby and 
Maryport.

Report & Photos by: Colin Baty

JayBee’s

open 7 days a week
6 Criffel Street, Silloth, Tel: 016973 31245

Wide range of frozen food + Eggs / Bacon / Milk
Key cutting / Watch batteries

Local Shrimps / Reusable vapes
Toiletries / DIY goods

Good range of dog stuff from treats to jackets
Frozen fishing bait
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Guided Walks in Allonby Bay

Ann Lingard will soon be re-
starting her free low-tide guided 
shorewalks below Dubmill Point, 
Allonby Bay - the first walk is 
in April. All dates and times, 
and information about how to 
book (necessary, please), what 
to wear and where to meet, can 
be found on the website for her 
book,’ The Fresh and the Salt, the 
story of the Solway’ :  https://
thefreshandthesalt.co.uk/
shore-walks-events/ . Everyone - 
including children and dogs - are 
most welcome. Do come. There is 
always plenty to see and explore 
amongst the honeycomb worm 
reefs; it’s a world you might not 
have even known exists!

Report by: Ann Lingard

Starfish, breadcrumb sponge and 
a butterfish

Honeycomb worm reef at Dubmill

Healthwatch in the Library
Healthwatch Cumberland have sessions in Silloth 

Library on the second Monday of the month from 
1pm – 2pm.

We are an independent organisation that gathers 
your views on health and social care to help improve 
services and challenge those in charge.

We will….. Listen to your experiences

Advocate for better services
Signpost you to support
Challenge providers and decision-makers
Come and chat with us regarding any issues and 

we will endeavour to help.
If anyone cannot attend they can email us on 

info@healthwatchcumberland.co.uk

Co-op Donates To 
Newton Arlosh 

Brownies

Sarah Shaw (Snowy Owl)
1st Newton Arlosh Brownies

We are very thankful and 
grateful to Tom at Silloth Coop for 
the donation given to 1st Newton 
Arlosh Brownies. It will help 
massively towards our small unit. 

We currently have five girls and 
meet twice a month. We aim to 
start on our Twit Twoo Challenge 

badge which will see us look at 
Girlguiding traditions, history and 
the brownie story. We love to do 
art and crafts and have recently 
made bird feeders to help our 
feathered friends during the cold 
season. 

Thankyou so much again to 
Tom and the Coop, it really means 
a lot to us for the donation!
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Silloth Scout Group

Admin: 016973 42277  Transport: 016973 44000 
Skip Hire: 016973 31000    RMC: 016973 61777
Fax: 016973 42210   E: info@daharrison.co.uk

Silloth, Wigton, CA7 4NS

Haulage & Storage
Sand, Gravel & Aggregates

Readymixed Concrete
Demolition & Site Clearance

Licenced Waste Disposal Site & Skip Service
Stevedores at Silloth Docks

Tel: 016973 32585 or 016973 42277
Silloth, Wigton, CA7 4NS, www.atlasconcrete.co.uk

Manufacturers of all types of prestressed concrete panels 
and general purpose instant walling.  Farm and industrial 
use, hollowcore floor units and ‘t’ beams made to measure.  

Concrete posts & panels for instant security walling

DA Harrison & Company
Petrol, Diesel & Convenience Store

Waverton, Wigton, Tel: 016973 42277

 

Whatever your  
furnishing needs, ring 
Irene on 016973 31836
or 07902 805196, Email:

armstrongi@btinternet.com

Cushions  
  & 
Covers

Upholstery, Blinds, 
Curtains, etc.

www.goodcompanions.net

GOOD COMPANIONS RESIDENTIAL CARE HOME
Long & short term stays in single en-suite rooms

Day Care £50 per person 
(limited spaces available weekdays)

Criffel Street, 
Silloth 

Tel: 
016973 
31553 

“Quote of the Month”
“We can’t help everyone - 

but everyone can help someone”
Ronald Reagan

Historic First for 
Silloth on Solway 

Golf Club

Report by: Alan Oliver
Silloth on Solway Golf Club is 

proud to announce a historic first 
in the club’s long and distinguished 
history.

For the first time ever, both 
the Cumbria Union of Golf Clubs 
and the Cumbria Ladies County 
Golf Association presidents 
are members of our club. Alan 
McLean has been appointed 
Cumbria Union President, while 
Carole Story is serving as Cumbria 
Ladies’ County President — a 

remarkable achievement for them 
personally and a tremendous 
honour for Silloth.

To have both county presidents 
representing the same club at the 
same time is something we are 
incredibly proud of and it reflects 
Alan and Carole’s dedication and 
commitment to Cumbria golf.

Everyone at the club 
congratulates Alan and Carole on 
their appointments and wishes 
them every success during their 
presidential year.

1st Silloth Beavers, Cubs and 
Scouts have been having lots of fun 
since Christmas.

We celebrated Burns Night 
in January. The Beavers and Cubs 
tried their hand at making origami 
Loch Ness Monsters and had a 
taste of Irn Bru, all whilst trying to 
work out what Teach was saying 
to them in his best Scottish accent! 
Meanwhile the scouts made 
traditional Scottish shortbread 
which everyone loved trying at the 
end of the meeting. We were then 
lucky enough to have a visit from 
Zoobidoo who brought along some 
really interesting animals for the 
young people to meet – that was a 
brilliant evening!

The Beavers and Cubs then 
had an evening of experiments, 
attaining their experiment and 
scientist badges – they were really 
inquisitive and we all learned 
something new too. The Scouts 
spent an evening air rifle shooting 
and had a brilliant time – some of 
them were scarily accurate!

The week before half term we 
had our own take on the winter 
Olympics with some excellent 
‘skating’ displays using paper plates 
as skates, skiing on multi person 
skis which is a feat of teamwork 
and the luge……. Which turned 
into a riotous game of human 
hungry hippos, which surely needs 
to be introduced at the next games!

As the weather hopefully 
improves we hope to get outside 
again so look out for us and come 
and say hello.

If you would like to join in 
and experience all this fun and 
adventure, give us a call. We have 
room for boys and girls aged 6 to 
13 and especially for 6 and 10 year 
olds. Kathryn 07803000216 or 
Kathryn.shires@cumbriascouts.
org.uk

The Beavers, Cubs, Scouts and 
the leadership team of 1st Silloth 
Scouts would like to take the 
opportunity to wish Peter and Kath 
a very well earned and enjoyable 
retirement and we thank them for 
their support of our group.

Report by: Kathryn Shires
Group Lead Volunteer



Solway Buzz - local news - for you - by you - about you - free to you Issue 236	 Page 5

Christmas Day Lunch in Silloth Rugby Club

Carpets & Vinyls 
to All Areas

FREE
Fitting Service

Quotations
1 Wampool Street, Silloth

Tel: 016973 31224
E: pscottfurnishing@gmail.com

Enormous Selection

MOT TEST CENTRE
Cars, Vans & Motorhomes

Free Vehicle Collection & Delivery Service
Causewayhead, Silloth, CA7 4JG, Tel: 016973 32833

Motor Vehicle Body Repairs
Diagnostics, Servicing & Recovery

Aircon Service Now Available

Report by: Jackie McCormick
Christmas lunch 2025 has 

come and gone and it was a real 
pleasure to feed so many people 
who otherwise would be on their 
own, or just not having one at all.

I would not be able to do it 
without the brilliant help from all 
the kind people and businesses in 
the town.

To all the people who came 
to help on Christmas Eve and 
Christmas Day.

To Silloth COOP who 
provided all the vegetables and the 
goodies for people to take home.

To Robert Hornsby for the 
lovely turkeys that he gave us.

To Peggie Richardson for the 

lovely trifle.
To Graham Scott for being 

such a good Santa.
To Ricky Robinson for the bus 

to pick people up and drop them 
off.

To the money from people in 
the town that bought all the little 
bits that we forgot about.

And last but not least to 
Silloth Rugby Club and Tiffany 
Housby for helping us to make it 
all possible.

It was a fantastic day and I 
hope that everyone enjoyed it as 
much as I enjoyed doing it.

Happy New Year to you all!
All funds from the day were 

donated to Silloth First Responders 
Defibrillator Appeal.
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Silloth’s Walking Football 
which meets every Monday 
between 1pm to 2pm by pitches 
next to the tennis courts is 
celebrating its 10th year and still 
going strong.

Alan Rainford, a community 
worker with the Methodist 
Church,started the original group 
along with George Denholm and 
former teacher Pam Blaylock way 
back in 2016.

Amazingly it survived the 
lockdown years and numbers soon 
gathered momentum on the return 

A Decade  of Walking Football on Silloth Green

Report by: David Fairholm to normality.
Remarkably George, Malcolm 

Jones, Eddie Blackburn and Tim 
Barker were there at the beginning 
and decade later are still regulars. 
Pam still keeps a watchful eye on 
her mobility scooter.

Peter Grant hands out the 
yellow and red cards and Norman 
and Maggie Martin provide a 
welcome cuppa and biscuits back 
at the Christ Church just after 
2pm.

The man rarely seen, in front 
of the camera, is the man behind 
the camera historian author and 

photographer Trevor Grahamslaw.
He packs the hardest 

shot,between 1pm to 2pm, but 
saves his best shots for the camera.

George, formally of Barclays 
Bank keeps us all on our toes, 
and deserves great credit for 
his organisation skills, although 
modestly he says it’s a team effort.

Everyone is welcome to play 
holiday makers, visitors and of 
course residents of Silloth. 

If you are free simply turn up.
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Friends of Silloth Green Preparing for Spring

Golden Dawn Nurseries
Nealhouse, Great Orton, Carlisle, CA5 6LH 

Open Fridays & Saturdays in April 09:30 to 17:00
Reopen fully 7 days a week from 

May 1st 2026 09:30 to 17:00
t Seasonal bedding plants - annual / perennial

t Roses t Veg plants t Spring bulbs
t Lasagna Pots t Compost 
Contact: 07748 647665 

w3w:       Spinners.Rails.Wacky

Report by: Caroline Turner 

Harrisons Store Ltd, Abbeytown
Tel: 016973 61231 ~ M: 07972 805074

DOORSTEP DELIVERIES THROUGHOUT
Abbeytown, Skinburness, Blencogo & Newton Arlosh

open 7am-8pm Mon-Sat
8am-7pm Sunday

Paypoint, Payzone, Cash Machine & Lotto

Standing orders for Newspapers, Magazines, Bottled Milk & Eggs
+ anybody with a standing order can add groceries & fuel  

on to their next delivery with no extra delivery charge!

Christine’s 
Taxis

Call Christine
07917 564583

Any  Distance 
For a Friendly  Reliable 

Service

Our Annual General Meeting (AGM) is on Wednesday 15th April at 
10 o’clock in the Potting Shed on the Green. All are welcome! If you are 
interested in joining us please do come along we are a friendly, sociable 
bunch. No gardening experience is needed, all tools are supplied and we 
always enjoy a cuppa and a craic afterwards.

 If you’d like to find out more about us you can follow our activities on 
Facebook and the Information Board in the Community Garden.

Last but not least we’d like to thank Peter, the retiring editor of The 
Buzz, for his support over the years and wish him all the best for the 
future

We have placed the order for the replacement posts 
to go around the raised beds and we hope to get them 
installed this Spring before we have to replant the beds 
for Summer.  We have chosen to replace the wooden 
posts which are rotting, despite being treated with wood 
preservative each year,  with recycled waste plastic posts 
in black. They are 100% weather resistant, maintenance 
free and have a life expectancy of 120 years! So will see 
us out! We selected black to match the existing street 
furniture and to set off our colourful  seasonal planting 
schemes.

We’d like to thank the Fells & Solway Community 
Panel, the Co-op, the Town Council, Silloth-on-Solway 
Community Shop, Good Causes Charity Shop, The 
Cumberland Building Society and all those who bought 
plants from our stalls. All together they’ve helped us 
raise the nearly £10,000 needed to replace the posts.

This Summer the planting scheme will be a colourful mix of annuals and the volunteers are 
busy sowing, growing and bringing on the plants.

Hopefully, by the time you read this the daffodils, hyacinths and tulips in the 
Community Garden will be in full bloom.
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This is Issue One 
And the first issue is - what do you want to call it? 

 
We need your help to find a new name for 
this a new newspaper. As this is your local 
paper, it is only right that you should 
decide on a name for it. We have given it 
the working title you see above, but the 
choice is not ours, it is yours. 
 
There have already been 2,000 flyers 
distributed alerting everyone to the 
impending launch of this exciting local 
project. These have provided some 
suggestions regarding possible titles for 
this new publication, but it has been 
decided to hold a competition to find this 
elusive new name, now we need you to get 
involved. 

We need a name that has a special 
meaning for everyone in this area. We are 
hoping to distribute the paper freely to 
everyone in the area detailed below. 
 
The paper will also be available to all the 
many tourists who come to enjoy this 
special area with us. 
 
Please send us your suggestion. 
A mystery prize awaits the winner and the 
chance to see her/his title printed every 
month on our front cover.  
 
So get those thinking caps on and get your 
entries in.... 

I think the title should be: 
 

_____________________
_____________________ 
 

or, I would prefer to vote for one of the 
following options: 
 

Silloth on Solway News             
Silloth on Solway Reminder            

Silloth on Solway Informer            
The Silloth Buzz                               

 

Entries before 1st September please….. 
 

Hand your vote into: The Golf Hotel, or Winters Newsagents, or post to: M-SMC, Freepost, Wigton, CA7 4ZZ 
 

 

Where is this paper distributed? 
 
This map shows the catchment area we intend to receive the paper. Of course, where it is actually delivered to is down to YOU! 
 
Apart from the printing, volunteers are doing everything else, and that 
includes distribution. 
 
A few people are doing a lot of work to try and get this paper off the 
ground. To survive we needs lots more volunteers, otherwise we will not 
be able to continue. The more people there are prepared to deliver the 
paper, the easier it will be for each volunteer. 
 
How much information is in the paper about your community is also down 
to the people in your village sending that information to the Editor. 
Although we are based in Silloth, we want to be relevant to every corner 
of this fairly small catchment area. Please send as much information as 
possible to Denise, the Editor, otherwise your community may be left out. 
Only you know what is happening in your locality, we almost certainly do 
not. 
 
You now have a simple way of reaching everyone in your village as well 
as the neighbouring villages, very easily, each month. 
 
Remember - your help is important, whether for distribution, articles and 
news, or as advertisers. It is the advertisers who are paying for the printing of the paper, if we have more advertisers, then there will 
be more space available for local news items. Please give us your support! Contact information is on page 2. 

 
 
 
 
                          Skinburness 
 
        Calvo 
          Silloth              Seaville 
            Causewayhead 
       Blitterlees 
       Kingside Hill 
     Abbeytown 
 Beckfoot      Highlaws 
         Pelutho 
    Newtown 
 

         Holme St. Cuthbert 
         Mawbray 
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Queen Bee by Susan Winter 

We now have a name!
The working title of "Silloth on Solway News" has gone. 

The majority of votes cast were for "The Silloth Buzz", although there were many other suggestions made. It is now obvious given our 
distribution area of Mawbray to Abbeytown to Skinburness that not everyone considered using Silloth in the title to be totally accurate
or considerate. We have therefore gone with the majority vote with the necessary modification to "Solway Buzz". 

As suggested by one of our voters and in keeping with the 'Buzz', we are using a 'bumble bee' logo. As we intend this to be a light-
hearted as well as informative read, we will be using cartoon images with a different 'bee' for every issue 

Can you draw? If your drawing is used, we will put your name on the paper masthead. Remember to enclose your name and address 
with your drawing, if still at school, tell us you're age and School as well. There are lots of talented people in this region, so let's see 
those entries flooding in, send them to Peter McRobert, address on page 2. This month's drawing is by Susan Winter of Skinburness.  

Summer of Success
Silloth has been celebrating not one, not two, but three 
successful events over the past month.  

First came the highly successful 'Its a Knockout' weekend, 
August 17th and 18th. Despite the appalling weather, it rained 
for most of the whole weekend, the event proved a winner 
with both young and old. It also brought the crowds in from 
far and wide.  
Saturday
saw the 
Junior 
event
taking 
place. 15 
teams 
competed 
in a 
variety of 
games 
and the 
winners 
were 
Silloth Junior School and Silloth Junior Football Club.  
On Sunday the weather and the grudge matches got worse 
when it was the turn of the adults! 22 teams took part in a hard 
fought series of games with the eventual winners being Silloth 
Fire Brigade.  
The organisers are already planning for next year's event! 

One week later and it was the turn of the Annual Town 
Carnival on Bank Holiday Monday, but this time, thank 

goodness, the rain stayed away. The event was sadly marred 
by the 
recent Foot 
and Mouth 
outbreak, 
which 
meant that 
many of the 
usual 
competitors 
stayed
away.
The events 
included 
the ever popular Cumberland and Westmoreland Wrestling, a 
Spitfire aerobatics display, Lifeboat demonstration, plus 
numerous stalls and exhibitions on the green. Again the 
crowds came, proving this event as popular as ever.  
Next years Carnival is already being organised!  

Finally, the 
1st Silloth 
Beer
Festival.
This took 
place
September 
6th - 9th. 

(Continued 
on page 3) 
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Rug-bee
by
Jordon Pearson
aged 11 from
Holme St. Cuthbert School

Beer Festival
IS BACK ON

Have you noticed?
The Solway Buzz has a new look this issue, we 

have decided it was time for a freshen-up now that we 
have gone to 16 pages (mostly in colour). In the last 
issue a new type-face was trialled on the front page 
only. In general this was liked although many wanted 
it to be slightly ‘lacker’. This is what we have done, 
so instead of the old, much more ‘locky’ type-face 
we now have a more rounded and sexy type-face to 
please our eyes.

We do hope you like it!

A New Look!Tourist Information 
Centre Moves

Silloth nearly lost its biggest crowd puller ever, 
the Beer Festival. The tent last year was provided by 
a company the committee had not dealt with before. 
I am not involved in the legal case that is continuing 
but it is my understanding that the Beer Festival 
Committee are being sued by the tent supplier for 
something like £80,000 after their tent was destroyed 
in the winds last year! 

Understandaly, the committee are not prepared 
to become involved in anything else until this 
financial nightmare is resolved. As someone who 
simply attended last years event it was obvious to 
me that the cause of damage to the tent was not the 
high winds, but the fact that the tent poles were not 
securely positioned on their bases. This allowed them 
to sink into the sand, lowering the roof and allowing 
it to flap to destruction. 

Faced with the loss of the Beer Festival the last 
issue of the Buzz carried notice of a Pulic Meeting 
to consider whether the Festival could be saved. This 
was well attended and it was unanimously agreed that 
we should continue with a Beer Festival in Silloth. In 
order to protect all the volunteers involved, we have 
set-up a Company, limited by Guarantee, and non 
profit making. This new company has three Directors 
and is called Silloth Festivals Limited.

Now the Festival is definitely ON and is scheduled 
for the 8th to the 11th of September.

More on page 2...

The Solway Coast 
Discovery Centre in 
Silloth-on-Solway re-
opened on April 9th 
with a wealth of new and 
interesting attraions.

Amongst the 
new features will be 
the town’s Tourist 
Information Centre, 
which is moving from 
Criffel Street in a bid to 
improve the area’s appeal 
to visitors.

Also new for the 
coming season:

A bespoke cinema 
showing two new films  
‘Solway Haaf Netters’ 
and a film celebrating ‘40 
years of Solway Coast 

Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty’, both of 
which will be on sale as 
DVD’s in the Centre.

A new art gallery, 
‘The Solway Gallery’, 
showing the work of 
30 high quality local 
artists. Each month a 
new featured artist will 
be show-cased within the 
central display area.

A new café, which 

will have a range of local 
produce for sale as well 
as Fair Trade items.

The Solway Coast 
Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty will 
be managing school 
days through its new 
education pack for Key 
stages 1 and 2 and hopes 
to attract at least 40 full 
day school visits per year.

More on page 14....
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WHAT A SUCCESS!
Silloth Music & Beer Festival
brings visitors galore and no trouble

This festival truly has something for 
everyone.

It started on the Wednesday 
evening with a disco for the kids in the 
area (while the 82 different beers and 
ciders settled in their barrels). This was 
followed on the Thursday evening with 

a disco and a local band (The Naturals), 
which was a bit too loud outside the 
marquee. Then on Friday evening 
there were three bands including the 
highlight of the weekend, Nine Below 
Zero.

Saturday afternoon had a change 

of pace when Silloth Town Council 
hosted the Pensioners Afternoon Tea 
with entertainment by Dearham Brass 
Band. Saturday evening entertainment 
was provided by another three bands 
including an exciting band from 
Edinburgh playing all their own music 

(Soul Starr) and the main act was the 
tribute band, the Stereotonics. 

Sunday afternoon karaoke is a 
fantastic family day with kids and 
pushchairs everywhere.

Well over 3,000 people enjoyed a 
fantastic weekend, well done all.

Sleepy Bee
by Amber Justine Lewis
aged 7 from Bouncing Babies Childminding
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Alphabet Bee
(Alfie) by Sophie Dobson aged 11
from Holm Cultram Abbey School

Bounty Visits Silloth

Two senior members of the crewThe Grand Turk, which played the part of HMS Bounty in the film, entering Silloth Harbour at speed

On Tuesday 14th June, during a lustery and dull 
afternoon, the Port of Silloth welcomed the replica 

man-o-war sailing ship “Grand Turk”, (Captain Ian 
McDougal).  She had sailed early that morning from 

Liverpool, where she had taken part in the “Mersey 
River Festival”.               Photos & story on pages 8 & 9.

Coming Soon The Festival of Art
Silloth

20th June to 5th July 2005
In Silloth shop windows by kind 

permission of the Traders

All paintings are for sale
Local artists will be displaying work in 
acrylic, water colour and oil mediums

Sponsored by Solway Arts & STAG

23rd July – Silloth Trawler Race

30th July – Abeytown Carnival

29th August – Silloth Carnival

8th – 11th September
Silloth Music & Beer Festival

Photo by: Eric Stanwix
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RED ARROWS
Where is the best place to see them?

The Promenade at
Silloth-on-Solway

The Bee Track by Tom Beaty
aged 7
from
Holm 
Cultram 
Abbey 
School

When?

28th August

Silloth
Carnival Day

Bank Holiday 
Monday

What else is happening?

In addition to all the usual floats and 
entertainment on Silloth Green you will see

The Falcons Parachute Display Team
and Spitfire Fly-past

Solway Buzz
local news - for you - by you - about you - free to you - local newsApril 2006 Issue 43

Solway Buzz
FREE PAPERFREE PAPER

www.solwaybuzz.co.uk

The Solway Buzz is a FREE community paper with a circulation of 4,000 copies for the area around Abeytown, Skinburness, Silloth-on-Solway and Mawbray

FREE BUS 
TRAVEL in 

CUMBRIA for 
PENSIONERS 

and the 
DISABLED in 
ALLERDALE

For full details please read the article on page 5.

Queen Bee by Lauren McGough
aged almost 7 from Holm Cultram Abbey School

SNOW in SILLOTH!

Photos by: Bill & Winifred Allan

Brrrrrrrrrrr.... 
We usually talk about 

Sunny Silloth, with 
good reason. It has been 
several years since there 
has been a significant 
snowfall in this area 
and lots turned out to 
make the most of the 
snowfall on Sunday 12th 
March. The heaviest fall 
appeared to be around 
Skinburness, with 
apprecialy less in Silloth 
and levels dropping 
considerale after just a 
few miles.

It was nice to see 
Dad’s taking their kids 
sledging at the Pines on 
Silloth Green and for 
once children could make 
snowmen any size they 
wanted.

L–R: Carmen Neilly, Macauley Carr, Chloe Davison, Kieron Carr & Leonie Carr

battle of 
the bands

Silloth Festivals Ltd are organising a BATTLE OF THE BANDS 2006 
competition for local musicians, groups, etc. Heats will be held in various venues 
throughout Silloth during April, May & June. The winner will be invited to 
support “THE ANIMALS” during Silloth Music & Beer Festival on Friday 8th 
September.

Al those wishing to take part, please send a CD to: S. Hart, 6 Burnswark 
Terrace, Silloth, CA7 4EF, or telephone: 016973 31517.

Above: Fathers 
sledging with their 
sons at the Pines

Right: Kiara Orchard 
making Snow Fairies

Below: 
Kian & Kiara Orchard 

on Silloth Green
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Published Poet

Doctor Bee
by
Ellie Tremble
from
Holme St. Cuthbert School

Silloth RNLI lifeboat 
station has become the 
first in North West 
England to operate the 
most technologically 
advanced inshore lifeboat 
in the rescue charity’s 
fleet – the Atlantic 85.

The £160,000 lifeboat 
went into service on 
November 15th and 
replaces Silloth’s 13 year 
old Atlantic 75 lifeboat, 
Spirit of Cumbria. It 
has been funded by a 
generous legacy from 
Cheshire man Don 
Wilkinson, a long time 
RNLI supporter, and the 
lifeboat is named Elaine 
and Don Wilkinson in 
honour of him and his 
wife.

Silloth RNLI lifeboat 
operations manager, 
Eddie Studholme, said: 
‘The crew are all very 
impressed by their new 
lifeboat, which is faster 
and more capable than 
our previous Atlantic, 
and we are so grateful 
to Mr Wilkinson for 
his very generous legacy. 
The RNLI depends on 
donations and legacies 
like his and without such 
generosity, we would not 
be able to carry on our 
vital life saving role.’

Mr Wilkinson, 
from Altrincham in 
Cheshire, died in 2001. 
He was a Life Governor 
of the RNLI and gave 
illustrated talks about the 

NEW LIFEBOAT

work of the charity. His 
legacy has also funded a 
D class inshore lifeboat, 
which is part of the 
RNLI’s relief fleet.

The Atlantic 85 is the 
first inshore lifeboat to 
have radar, which means 
it can operate more 
effectively in reduced 
visibility. It is also faster 
and bigger than its 
predecessor, with room 
for a fourth crew member 
as well as more space for 
casualties.

The Atlantic 85 
was developed in close 

consultation with 
volunteer crews and a 
prototype was trialled at 
lifeboat stations around 
the coast before the 
final design went into 
production

RNLI Divisional 
Inspector, North, Andy 
Clift said: ‘With its 
increased speed and 
size and technological 
advancements like radar, 
the Atlantic 85 will 
enable our volunteer 
lifeboatmen and women 
to carry out their life 
saving work more safely 

and effectively than ever 
before.’

Silloth RNLI held an 
appeal in 2007 and raised 
£33,000 to fund training 
at their lifeboat station, 
ensuring the volunteer 
crew were familiar with 
their new lifeboat and 
ready to man it as soon as 
it arrived. 

Their old lifeboat, 
Spirit of Cumbria, 
launched 98 times and 
rescued 53 people while 
stationed at Silloth. It will 
now go into the RNLI 
relief fleet, operating at 

lifeboat stations when 
their own Atlantic 75 is 
being refitted or repaired.

Atlantic 85 facts:
Length overall 8.3m
Beam overall 2.8m
Draught (engines raised) 
0.5m
Draught (engines down) 
0.9m
Outboard engines  
2 x 115hp Yamaha 
4-stroke 
Speed       35 knots
Endurance   2.5 hours
Crew  4
Fitted with radar, chart 
plotter, VHF/DF.

Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year to all our 
Readers, with a special thanks to 

the Distributors, Contributors 
and especially the Advertisers who 

provide the funding

Xmas Lights Competition

Silloth Lights Switch-On
Come down to Eden Street for an evening of fun 

and festivities on Friday 28th November at 6pm.
There will be Santa’s Grotto, Funfair, School Choir 

and the fantastic new Christmas lights switch-on.
Don’t miss out on a great evening.

It’s back!
After a break of 

several years the Silloth 
Christmas Lights 
Competition is on 
again. The judges will be 
checking houses from 
Blitterlees to Skinburness 
Road including Barracks 

Bridge and awarding 
prizes for the best 
displays. 
1st Prize:    £50 
2nd Prize:   £25 
plus three runners-up 
prizes of £10 each.

Judging will take place 
on Friday 5th December.

Page 8
Tot’s & Toddler’s

Page 16
Tigers Rugby Juniors

Page 14
In the Pink

Page 9
Memory Walk
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Donation
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Tea Party
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Children in Need
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Pretty Bee
by Phoebe Garrett from 
Silloth Primary School

Cross Solway Swim
A
New
World
Record!

Derek Griffiths comes ashore at Silloth after swimming 
from Southerness, Scotland. Story on page 14

Solway Sunset 
Competition

Silloth Tourism 
Action Group (STAG) 
in conjunction with the 
Solway Buzz announce 
the Solway Sunset photo 
competition.

This is open to all ages 
of amateur photographers 
with two categories: 
16 and under, also adult.

The photographs must 
have been taken within 
six miles of Silloth and 
can be submitted as either 
prints (no larger than A4) 
or emailed to: 
sunsets@SolwayBuzz.co.uk
Prints to be posted to the 
Buzz (address on page 4).

All entries to be 
submitted by 31st 
December 2008. Prizes 
have been donated by 
Caravan Care, the Golf 
Hotel, STAG and others.

For full conditions of 
entry see the Solway Buzz 
website.

The final line-up has 
now been confirmed.

On Wednesday 
3rd Sept at 6:30pm 
there are three Silloth 
bands; Cyanosis, The 
Ventriloquists,  Positively 
Negative and Silloth 
Primary School African 
Drumming Team. This 
event is open to all ages.

On Thursday (over 
18’s only) supporting 
the Searchers are the 
Nightriders and Carlisle 
band Dirt Roads.

On Friday evening 
(over 18’s only) Wigton 
youngsters Catchout are 
supporting John Ottway 
and the Hamsters.

Saturday afternoon 
the Nightriders  are 
playing. Silloth pensioners 
can get free tickets for the 
Saturday afternoon tea 
party from S.O.S.C.S.

Maryport band 
AWOL will be supporting 
Sounds of the Blues 
Brothers on Saturday 

evening (over 18’s only). 
Sunday at 1pm is the 

Karaoke contest with 
a prize fund of £300. 
Outside the marquee 
there is a return of the 
Music Bus featuring 
young bands from all 
over the County as well 
as the Ventriliquists and 
Cyanosis from Silloth. 
Thanks  must go to the 
Solway Coast AONB 
and the kind ladies from 
SOSCS shop for helping 
to give lots of local 
youngsters a chance to air 
their talents.

Finally, finishing 
on the Sunday there is 
Carlisle youngsters Robin 
Starch supporting The 
Jamm. This is the last 
chance to see The Jamm 
in Cumbria as they are 
calling it a day after 15 
years and over 2,000 gigs.

Tickets on sale at 
Winters Newsagents, the 
Carnegie Theatre and 
from TicketWeb.

Silloth Music 
& Beer Festival

APOLOGIES
This edition is late 

because of total 
computer failure. 
The C drive failed. 

Everything had to be 
rebuilt and re-loaded 
from scratch. Please 
accept our sincere 

apologies.
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Lover Bee
by Megan Marie Kendall

from Holm Cultram Abbey School

Silloth Green: Make 
your view count!

Silloth Town Council 
and Silloth Regeneration 
Partnership are beginning 
an exciting new project 
conserving and enhancing 
Silloth Green.

We are currently in 
the early stages of a bid 
to the Heritage Lottery 
Fund that will enable us 
to protect and improve 
the Green, making it 
a more functional and 
involving space for 
everyone.

But we need to know 
what you want! Over the 

next week, every house 
in Silloth will receive a 
questionnaire intended 
to help us find out what 
you use the Green for and 
what you would like it to 
become in the future.

Please take the time to 
fill this questionnaire out 
and have your say on our 
town’s most important 
feature. Completed 
questionnaires can be 
returned to Winter’s 
Newsagent or popped 
through the letter box at 
The Albion.

Many thanks for your 
support.

Silloth Green 
Do You 
Use It?

Abbey Roof 
Trusses Replaced

While there has been a lot of preparatory work 
being done to the Abbey since the fire in 2005, there 
has not been much to see until now.

The photo on the left was taken by Mike Faulkner 
on 18th December at dawn and shows how the large 
crane required to lift the roof trusses now dominates 
the village.

The photo below was taken by Bill Allan on 13th 
January when various timbers were being lifted onto 
the roof. The crane was initially used to place new cap 
stones on the walls, these were required to give the roof 
trusses a solid seating.

More photos and story are on page 8.
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End of an era!

Oriole Hocking and 
Sandra Parker have just 
won the National Pairs 
Title at Leamington Spa.

This is a wonderful 
achievement which has only 
been accomplished by two 
others from Silloth, and that 

was way back in 1965. Those 
being Mrs E Routledge and 
Mrs L Wise.

By winning, they are to 
represent England in the 
British Isle Championship in 
Wales in June 2011. May we 
wish them all the best when 

they go down to Wales as 
they fully deserve it.

Sandra and Oriole would 
like to thank everyone for 
there support and all the 
congratulation cards they 
have received from all over 
the country.

WINNERS

SILLOTH’S MAGNIFICENT DUO
L–R: Sandra Parker and Oriole Hocking with their Trophies

Tractor Bee
by Matthew Irving from Holme St. Cuthbert School

Ireland to England 
Kite
Surfers
First Ever Crossing

On Saturday 22nd 
August, after 110 miles 
and 9 hours on the 
water all five riders of 
the Kitesurf Irish Sea 
Team completed the 
massive Kitesurf trip 
from Ireland back to 
England - a trip that has 
never been done before.

An idea borne two 
years ago between 
Kitesurfing friends 
has been continually 
hampered for over a 
year by the weather. 
The trip, initially 
planned for August/
September 2009 
was cancelled time and 
time again due to poor 
and changeable weather.  
Eventually in October 2009 
the challenge was postponed 
until 2010 due to available 
daylight hours. Again in July 
and early August this year 
the weather didn’t provide 
the conditions needed and 
it was becoming more likely 
that it was not going to 
happen.  

 Finally the team got 
the break they needed and 
made a late decision on a 
Thursday morning to travel 
to Ireland to attempt the trip 
on Friday. Friday morning 
saw extremely rough seas 
and high winds that caused 
a safety boat to turn back 
to England and an Irish 
safety boat to cancel due to 
concerns about their safety.  

After another restless night 
in Ireland Saturday provided 
a chance. Despite very 
little wind at the launch, 
causing the riders problems 
getting started, once going 
they never looked back and 
completed the trip.  

A great welcome from 
family, friends and local 
people saw them arrive 
together, in style, at the West 
Beach, Silloth.

Apart from exhausted 
bodies and minds Fraser 
Dooley, Martin Sandwith, 
Stuart Wood, Nick Elliott 
and John Flynn all arrived 
in good form and even had 
enough stamina left for 
a champagne celebration 
on the beach provided by 
Fausto Previtali.

Check out the website 
www.kitesurfirishsea.co.uk.

Photo by: Stuart Holmes

Photo by: Stuart Holmes

Mayor Eli Baty welcomes Fraser Dooley, Martin Sandwith, Stuart Wood, Nick Elliott 
and John Flynn to West Beach, Silloth with a cheque for their club
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Big Bee
by Findley Rabia from Holme Cultram Abbey School

Threats of inclement weather led to a slight drop in the 
number of people attending the STAG (Silloth Tourist Action 
Group) Halloween Bonfire and Firework spectacular on the 
airfield in Silloth this year. According to STAG chairman 
John Cook, those who did venture out, thoroughly enjoyed 
the best show yet.

Firstly, the bonfire was lit, and it’s enormity meant it could 
be seen for miles around. This was followed by the Halloween 
themed fancy dress contest which was judged by STAG 
member Tim Barker.

 The winners were:
 Junior    1st Ellie Henderson - Silloth
                  2nd Paul Henderson - Silloth
 Senior         1st     Mike Wilkinson - Carlisle
                   2nd     Ben Wilkinson  - Carlisle

At 7 o’clock the fireworks got underway, and as an 
organisation STAG should be proud that their efforts were 
rewarded with a such a brilliant display. The professional 
pyrotechnicians from Skyburst had many problems setting up 
in wild and wet conditions yet still managed extremely well. It 
equalled, and in fact surpassed other similar events that take 
place in the county at this time of the year.

As has become customary at this particular event, there 
were fairground rides and chuck wagons supplied by Fletchers 
funfair.

All in all, those who attended thoroughly enjoyed the 
evening, and I have been informed that next years event is 
already being discussed by STAG.

Report by: Geoff Betsworth

Spectacular 
Fireworks 
& Bonfire

Silloth Xmas Lights  
Switch-On

Sat 30th Nov at 6pmPage 7
Safe ride to Maryport

Page 8
Come down my chimney!

Page 3
Grand Craic

Page 5
Santa is coming to Silloth

Page 6
Gala trio plus some

Page 9
Let’s get sewing

This consultation seeks views on potential amendments to the site selection process for a 
Geological Disposal Facility (GDP).  

Silloth-on-Solway Town Council will be having an additional meeting to consider and put 
together their response to the consultation document.  A public meeting will be held to inform 
the public of the Council’s decision, which will also be included on the Town Council’s website.  

The consultation document can be viewed at: https://www.gov.uk/government/
consultations/geological-disposal-facility-siting-process-review

To take part in the online survey: https://econsultation.decc.gov.uk/decc-policy/
managing-radioactive-waste-safely-siting-process

Siting Process for a Geological 
Disposal Facility
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2016 Events
29th May

Silloth Green Day
11th + 12th June

Silloth Vintage Rally
30th July

Abbeytown Carnival
26th to 28th August

Solfest
29th August

Silloth Carnival
8th to 11th Sept

Music & Beer Festival

Happy New Year Bee
by Summer Cash from Silloth Primary School

Silloth Certified as a 
World Record Breaker

L to R: Sheila Pattinson, Sam Harrison, Phoebe Pattinson, Clare Stabler (NADT), Bob Pattinson (DA Harrison), Sandra Keaveney (NADT), 
Gary Harrison, Solway Pupil, Judith Schafer (Solway School), Solway Pupil, Maggie Dunn, Sue Hayman MP, Mayor Tony Markley, 

John Dunn, Fausto Previtali, John Cook and Rachel Ingrams (Silloth Primary School)

GOT IT AT LAST!
After a long wait, 

Guinness World Records 
have finally released the 
certificates confirming that 
the community of Silloth-
on-Solway is the official 
Guinness World Record 
Holder for the World’s 
Largest Human Image of a 
Bicycle. The people of Silloth 
broke the world record last 
September as part of  the 
Tour of Britain celebrations 
on Silloth Green after the 
race passed through.

Our MP Sue Hayman 
presented the official 
certificate to our Mayor, 
Tony Markley who received 
the certificate on behalf of 
the community. Sue also 
presented official certificates 
to Silloth Primary School 
and Solway Community 
Technical School in 
recognition of their excellent 
contribution to the record 
breaking event.

Head teacher Judith 
Schafer and two pupils 
received the certificate on 
behalf of Solway Community 

College and head teacher 
Rachel Ingrams received the 
Primary School Certificate.

Also present at the 
event in the Golf Hotel 
were driver Bob Pattinson 

and others representing 
sponsors DA Harrison Ltd 
and representatives of the 
organisers, Silloth on Solway 
Inner Wheel and Rotary 
clubs and NADT.
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Bizzy Bee
by Cody Allen from Holme St Cuthbert School

2014 
Eve nts

25th May
Silloth Green Day

21st & 22nd June
Silloth Vintage Rally

19th & 20th July
Silloth Kite Festival

26th July
Abbeytown Carnival

15th August
Theatre on the Green

17th August
Beach Half Marathon

25th August
Silloth Carnival

4th to 7th September
Silloth Music & 

Beer Festival
7th September

Silloth Craft Show
24th October

Bonfire Night on Silloth 
Airfield

New Community 
Garden For All To 
Enjoy on the Green

Children in Silloth have 
adopted a flower in their 
new Community Garden. 
On Wednesday 14th May a 
group from the Community 
College began planting at 
9am. Youngsters from the 
Nursery took over at 10am 
followed by the Primary 
School children, who began 
their stint at 11am. 

The children were 
supported by Friends of 
the Green and helped by 
gardening experts from 
Moota Garden Centre, 
who will also provide advice 
on the care of the plants. 
Others in the community, 
young and old, able-bodied 
and disabled, can arrange to 
adopt a bed or flower. 

The new community 
garden on Silloth Green sits 
at the corner of Criffel Street 
and Lawn Terrace. 

The project has been 
funded by Heritage Lottery, 
and is part of the Green’s 
major refurbishment plan, 
which has been overseen by 
the Town Council. 

Friends of the Green 
have supported the practical 
development of the garden 
and the professional design 
was put together by Moota 
Garden Centre, who met 
with members of the local 
community in July last year 
to discuss what ideas they 
would like included. As a 
result, a number of different 
and imaginative zones are 
now being created within the 
garden area. 

Friends of the Green also 
sought additional funding 
to buy a bug house and 
other interesting additions 
for the sensory zone. In 
addition, they sought funds 
to commission a story 
telling chair for the garden 
from the Silloth-on-Solway 
Woodcarvers. Led by Clive 
Firth and his merry band 
of men, the huge green 
oak chair – weighing in 
excess of a quarter of a 
ton - is developing into 
a true work of art, built 
over a great many months 
with love, blood, sweat and 

tears, and featuring many 
different carved images. 
Magical figures and other 
representations connected 
with Silloth Green’s history 
and the Green’s close 
proximity to the Solway 
are making the chair truly 
representative of the town. 

It will be unveiled at 
the official opening of the 
garden, due to take place at 
10:30am on Silloth Green 
Day, Sunday 25th May. 

The garden, small 
but beautiful, is for the 
community, and everyone 
is invited to come along and 
help celebrate the opening, 
and to walk around and 
explore the different zones 
and flowers. 

All parents are invited 
to bring their children, 
dressed as their favourite 
story character to enjoy some 
stories read by Tim Barker. 
Afterwards, they will be able 
to join in a Gruffalo Treasure 
Hunt in their garden, 
organised by a team from the 
local nursery. 
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by
Harrison Abernethy
from Silloth Primary School
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First Lady Rotary President

2019 Events
2nd September

Silloth Community Craft 
Show

6th to 9th September
Music & Beer Festival

19th October
Bonfire & Fireworks

Meet Big Fella
saying ‘Look at that View’

Get the full story and pictures on pages 10+11

Big Fella accompanied by the 
family of Peter Richardson

The Last of 236 Issues - All Can be Read In Full on the Website - Do These Trigger Memories For You?

A massive thank you to everyone who has 
contributed over the 25 years to making the 
Solway Buzz special for our communities.

Looking back over the 236 issues each and 
every one of us will have their own special 
memories.

It has been a pleasure to work with every 
organisation, many of which are no longer 

with us, but will always be 
remembered.

This little paper could 
not have survived without 
your support, whether it 
be companies advertising, 
individuals reporting events, 
supplying interesting articles, 
wonderful photographs, local 
history, letters poems, sport, 
places of interest, fantastic 
bee drawings, tidal activity 
and shipping reports, Carlisle 
Embroidery for their prize 
gifts, and last but bot least the 
many volunteer deliverers 
who diligently ensured each 
and every household within 
the Abbeytown, Silloth and 
Mawbray areas received a copy 
through their door.

Well done to all and 
thank you once again, I have 
thoroughly enjoyed being 
your editor with the help of 
my partner Kath who kept 
meiculous control of the 
distribution network.

ta-rah

Thanks to 
Sue Blair for 

our mast-
head bee
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Remember – you can join the library, search 
the library catalogue, renew and request books 

online at cumbria.gov.uk/libraries
Visit Silloth Library in the Discovery Centre

Non-Commercial Tourism Websites
solwaybuzz.co.uk
sillothgreen.co.uk

silloth-on-solway.co.uk
sillothgolfclub.co.uk
vintagerally.co.uk

sillothmotorcyclemuseum.co.uk
silloth-on-solway-tc.gov.uk

visitcumbria.com/wc/silloth
solwayplain.co.uk/silloth1.htm
facebook.com/sillothgreen

facebook.com/silloth-carnival
facebook.com/groups/soldiersinsilloth

facebook.com/groups/121042258051545 (Silloth Today)

Silloth Library Opening Times
Monday 10am to 4pm		  Tuesday CLOSED
Wed 10am to 4pm		  Thursday CLOSED
Friday 10am to 4pm		  Saturday 10am to 1pm

	 Sunday closed	 Tel: 016973 31944

The Final Buzzing Letters and Poems
Dear Buzz,
  
Happy new year.  
The rainfall measured in 
Blitterlees for 2025 was 
948.5mm.  
The first six months was  
315.9mm and the second six 
months 632.6mm  
The driest month was March 
with 20.4mm and the wettest 
November with 182.9mm.
2025 was an interesting year I 
wonder what 2026 will bring?  

Best wishes  
Liz Elliott

Spring Is Coming - Because
by Pauline Mole

I can see the daffodils peeping,
Lighter evenings are slowly creeping,
Creatures waking fron Winter’s sleeping, Joyful 
lambs are skipping and leaping.

The time of year when birds nest and sing,
Colourful plants now showing their thing,
Easter bunnies, and hanging catkin,
After Winter, there is always Spring.

Self portrait by Sophia Lodhi with her dog Riley

The Turning Of The Year
by Sophia Lodhi

Here, in the countryside, 
With the turning of the year,
There is a difference
From many celebrations
In bustling towns and cities.
Here, it happens gradually,
Like a long silk ribbon 
Slowly unravelling…
Falling to earth like 
The rains and snows,
Shadows, Autumn fruits and leaves. 
Here, in the cool, clear air,
There is time to breathe,
Time to care…
And think about the ones we love…
The good and bad, this year, we’ve shared.
Church bells might chime:
Twelve chords of Time;
Fireworks may light the skies,
In signs and colours, bright with cheer…
But I would rather take a walk, and see
A sunset paint the clouds in pink;
Or look up, as the stars of midnight tint
Our world with blazing, precious liquid light:
New Year’s dawn, and Nature’s night.

Riley by Sophia Lodhi

If your coat turned to silver, like the shadows of the moon,
And twenty Autumns gifted us with golden afternoons,
I’d be happy just to have the chance to walk with you through Time;
A friend like you in this strange world, is just so hard to find.

If the tip of your tail, one day, turned white, like Winter snow,
And frost and ice along our paths made our journeys slow,
If old age made you grumpy, my love for you would still be blind: 
You’re not the sort of friend I’d ever want to leave behind.

07857 989358

Hair She Goes
Mobile Hairdresser

Silloth 
and  

district

Call 
Melanie 

on:

Silloth on Solway 
Community Shop
* Local people working for 

local causes
* All proceeds go back into 

the community
* Please continue donating

S.O.S.C.S.

Open every day
10am to 3:30pm
Tel: 32452

S.O.S.C.S.
12 Criffel Street, Silloth

A Book in a Day
by Judy Rochester

They started with the paper,
Recycled? ... yes indeed!
They cut it into pages 
Linked together with a bead.

They looped cord around the cover,
Painted red and black and gold,
Stuck on sequins, wool and ribbon
Added jewels that looked quite old!

Now they had to fill the pages
With words and works of art
A try at writing poetry
Was the hardest part.

Teacher said that they were learning
A very ancient craft,
Bookmaking and calligraphy 
Poetry and art.

The wonder of book creating
No matter what their skill or age
Always brings a look of joy
As they carefully turn the page.

Modern technology has robbed children 
Of the need for pen and ink
So to make a book, using these,
Gives them a chance to think.

They think of children long ago
And how their life has changed
So to make a book in a day
Becomes a journey to another age.

Dear Buzz,

I do hope someone will take 
over the running of the Buzz.
A big thanks you should go to 
the editor for giving up his 
time and devotion over a long 
period of time for running a 
community asset.
Unfortunately, time and age and 
health catches up with everyone 
no matter how good the cause.
Where is the new Lord or lady 
Beaverbrook?
Be lucky,

The Whinge

“2025” by Sophia Lodhi

I wish I knew each hope and fear
The starlight holds, this coming year;
Our old one, drawing to a close,
Its griefs, now fallen leaves.

As fireworks tear up the skies,
And everybody cheers…
It’s only me who turns around,
Murmuring: “goodbye”.

Queen Bee by Sophia Lodhi

Queen bee, in hexagonal, amber chamber,
Of slender, small-winged, glossy grace…
Royal jelly-raised…
Often isolated, in awesome, fearful role of duty;
Around two thousand eggs per day: her miracle, her bounty.
…And, just as the moon rules the seas and tides,
Queen bee’s pheromones control her workers’ labour…
Governing the complex patterns of the hive, 
And each drone’s behaviour.

She has hardly left the hive, or flown to flowers; 
So busy is she: tired and worn from serving others.

…So when you taste her sweet honey, dripping: golden from 
the comb –  
Nectar-drops from tiny hexagons of what was once her home –  
I hope that you will think of her, in her short-lived, five year 
reign; 
And thank her for the part she played, as Nature repeats, 
again. 

(When I wrote this poem I thought of our dutiful and digni-
fied Queen Elizabeth II, who was as much a servant to her 
people as a ruler.)



We Are Humbled by Your Very Kind Comments
Bill Jefferson
Well done!

Rebecca Clark
Thankyou from everyone at 
Silloth RNLI Lifeboat. A personal 
thankyou too, as my family from 
the North East love to read the buzz 
and see what has been happening in 
Silloth.

Joe Cosby
We’ve only been in the area for 
a couple of years but it’s been a 
fantastic way of getting to know our 
local community and find out what 
is going on. Well done Peter and 
Kath, and enjoy your retirement!

Kaye Gilmour
All the years of dedication, 
retirement sounds well deserved. 
Thankyou.

Pam Claire Jones
What a team. Thank you for all 
your efforts. How sad though - A 
local newspaper is such a valuable 
asset to any community.

Andrea Gibson
Great little paper, enjoy your 
retirement!...

Brian and Lynda Bailey
We’ve always loved the Buzz and 
the personal contact, all the best in 
your retirement.

Donald Alastair Bryan
Sorry to hear this news but you 
have done a marvellous job for 25 
years for people in the Silloth area 
hopefully you’ll have a long and 
enjoyable Retirement.

Susan Blair
You’ve been amazing, hope you 
enjoy a very well earned retirement.

Caroline Ry
Love the Solway Buzz, sorry to see 
it go. Thank you for your service.

Don Graham
Thank you for doing this for the 
Silloth community. When we lived 
in Silloth we eagerly awaited every 
edition.

Colin Ian Baty
Superb effort sir.

Lesley Hope
Hope you both have a happy & 
healthy well deserved retirement 
Peter. Hopefully, The Buzz will 
continue, its a great free paper, a 
vital part of communication within 
the town. Im happy to continue 
doing my stint with a new team & 
my granddaughter for those very 
low letterboxes.

Lynne Shipley
Best wishes to you both and the 
team for your hard work and 

commitment over the years. I hope 
The Buzz continues in some form 
with a new team at the helm. Enjoy 
your ‘retirement’.

Grace Walton
Will someone be taking it over?

Fre Gene
Love the Solway Buzz - happy 
retirement and thank you.

Share
Jacqueline Johnston
Thank you for all your hard work. 
Wishing you a healthy retirement, 
you deserve it.

Pauline Park
Very sad.

Vince Fox
Thank you hope someone carries 
on the solway buzz is silloth loved it.

Dee Bosward
Sad for the community, but time to 
focus on yourselves, thanks for all 
your efforts and time over the years. 

Owen Martin
Thank you for bringing such a great 
community asset to Silloth. You 
have done an amazing service to 
the community and it’s appreciated. 
Enjoy your retirement.

Shirley Sharp
Thank you for all your efforts over 
the years, enjoyed every issue .have 
a welcome retirement.

Margaret English
Thank you Peter. You have 
produced a brilliant paper for 
Silloth over the years. i have so 
enjoyed reading it and contributing. 
You will be really missed. Good 
luck in your retirement and thank 
you so much for all your wonderful 
work. my very best wishes to you 
both.

Alison Henderson
Well done.

Carole Story
Many thanks to you both for 
all your hard work. 25 years! 
Unbelievable. It has kept us all up 
to date with news in the town and 
surrounding area.
You both deserve a well earned 
rest from it all. Enjoy your time 
travelling.

Peter Cusack
For 25 years, Peter and Cath have 
been at the heart of the Solway 
buzz, given that time and care to 
keep our community informed 
and connected. They have done 
this quietly and selflessly, simply 
because they cared. As they now 
step back due to Peter’s health issues 
we offer them both our heartfeld 
thanks for all they have given to the 

community and for a job extremely 
well done.

Mick Satterthwaite
Enjoy your retirement. 

Dot Stewart
Aww thankyou so much, enjoy your 
retirement. xxx

Christine Watson
A job well done for many years, 
enjoy your retirement both of you.

Steve Green
thanks for everything you have 
done over the years,you have kept 
most of us up to date.

Dave James
Thank you so much for your 
commitment over the years and 
keeping us ex pats up to date with 
our heart town.

Kirstine Proud
Thank you for your service to 
community and wish you both well 
in the future.

Jean Bell
Wishing you a happy retirement, 
you have done a great job. Xx

Allie Johnston
Wishing you both all the best. Enjoy 
your retirement and all the new 
adventures it brings. xx

Mary Hillhouse
Hope you both have a happy 
retirement. Good luck on your new 
adventures xx

Lillian Sewell
You’ve both done an amazing job 
with the buzz thank you and all the 
best for the future. xx

David Fairholm
Like others have said 
congratulations on producing the 
Buzz for 25 years and on your 
retirement from it.
My wife produces a church 
magazine about 5 times per year 
and it is a massive undertaking. 
However nothing compared to the 
Buzz.

Richard Sean Hocking
Enjoy your retirement you’ve done 
a great job.

Boyd Boyd
Enjoy your Well Deserved 
Retirement- All your hard work 
creating The Solway Buzz has been 
Very Much Appreciated. xx

Caroline Bouch
Eighty Peter...how is that possible? 
Always loved reading the Buzz 
when I was in Silloth. Thanks to 
you and Kath for giving so much 
of your time for us all to be kept in 
the loop as to what was going on in 

Silloth. It was always a great read. 
Hope you can return to good health 
and enjoy your time together. Best 
wishes xx

Garry Bosward
Well done both and hope you both 
have a great retirement.

Helen Barnes
We’ve only been in the area for just 
over a year but I have to say that 
we have enjoyed reading and have 
made good use of the information 
provided in the Solway Buzz, good 
on you for producing the paper for 
so long and hoping that someone 
else with good local knowledge is 
going to carry on the good work. xx

David and Ann Blair
Peter and Kath we have always 
enjoyed reading the Solway Buzz it’s 
been a part of our little community 
for many many years let’s hope it 
continues.
Wishing you both all the best for 
the future and thank you for all 
your hard work over the last 25 
years. xx

Jackie Mccormick
You will be a big miss as you have 
been part of all the great events that 
have gone on in Silloth.Thank you 
for all your work. Enjoy your free 
time. xx

Jen Lucas
Bittersweet news indeed, but you’ve 
earned it! Wishing you both all the 
best for the future.

Norman White
Thank you. Best wishes for your 
health, and travels.

Avril Quinn
You have done such a brilliant job 
over the many years. The Buzz will 
be a huge miss. I hope your health 
improves and you can enjoy some 
down time.
You photographed our Proms at 
Stanwix when I taught there. 

Jimmy Langley
A tribute to people ,who do things 
they believe in, very professional 
and meaningful, don’t go back 
enjoy your free time. I done loads 
of unpaid stuff which I don’t regret 
,but when it catches you ages, 
time loss of interest0 ,you deserve 
an accolade for your efforts, and 
personal satisfaction, you should 
be extremely proud of what you 
created.

Ady Nixon
Always look forward to the Buzz it 
keeps me touch with what’s going 
on in town wishing you a happy 
retirement and many thanks.

Judy Williamson
Thank you for all your hard work 

and commitment over the years. 
You will both be a big miss. Wishing 
you both good luck & good health 
with your well earned retirement. 
xx

Tim Barker
There are no words to express what 
a blessing the Buzz has been to our 
community. Let’s wish Peter and 
Kath a sweet retirement and give 
all our support to whoever may 
replace them.

Ashley John Harrison
Thankyou Peter & team, I hope you 
find somebody to take it on. We 
would miss our Buzz. You all did a 
fantastic job..

Ann Lingard
I’m sorry to hear you are giving 
up the Buzz  - you have done a 
wonderful job over many years, and 
we’ll all miss you. But enjoy your 
retirement, whatever you have got 
planned.

Judy Rochester
Just a note to wish you and your 
family all the best and also to thank 
you for your interest and support in 
my various interests.
Having the Buzz to send 
information etc to has been a 
good outlet for me and I am most 
grateful for your encouragement.

Linda & Nick Wood
Hope all goea well and wishing 
you a speedy recovery from your 
operation.

Dianne Younghusband
Congratulations on editing the 
Solway Buzz for almost 25 years, a 
great achievement for a wonderful 
little free paper which finds its way 
around  Cumbria.

Judith Wood
I’m just reading the latest edition 
of the Buzz and am sad to see that 
it’s future is uncertain because 
it’s a fantastic asset to the area. I 
felt I wanted to thank you for the 
brilliant service you have given and 
I do so hope someone will step up 
to continue it. I fully understand a 
time comes for stepping down and I 
hope your health improves quickly.

Jimmy Thomson
Firstly, I am saddened to read of 
your health issues. I do hope the 
operation goes well and you will 
soon be fit and up and about. 
Secondly, I hope you are able to find 
a person(s) to fill your shoes. Thirdly, 
may I, on behalf of all your readers, 
give you a great big “thank you” for 
your (and Kath’s) contribution to 
the local community over the past 
25 years. You both have been an 
important pillar for so many people 
and you both will be greatly missed. 
My best wishes to you both.
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The Final Dates for Your Diary, Take Notes!

NatWest Mobile
The NatWest Bank mobile van 
will be here on Fridays only, 
outside Silloth Community 

Centre from 9:45am - 10.45am

For baptisms and other church 
related business please 
contact: Rev Eileen Reid

Tel: 016973 43089
Email: ereid2002@yahoo.co.uk

Christ Church

Silloth Tennis Club
For coaching information call 
David Wise on 0742 547767

Operated by Cumbria County 
Council. Tel: 01228 606060

Maryport Tip, tel 01900 66922 
open daily 8am to 6pm

Wigton Tip, tel 016973 45617
open Tuesday, Thursday, 

Saturday & Sunday, 8am to 6pm

Civic Amenity Sites

Errors do occur in
Dates for the Diary
Please check before 
attending an event

Please note that articles, 
letters and virtually all 
content of the Solway 

Buzz are contributed by 
YOU, the local community. 

The Editor reserves the 
right to control what is 
included, however, no 

responsibility whatsoever 
for the content of the 
Solway Buzz can be 

accepted by the Editor, or 
the Publishers.

Cash Machines
Are available on Solway Street 
at both the Spar and CO-OP 
supermarkets. Cash is also 

available at Winters Post Office

Silloth RNLI Shop

Every Monday from 1:30–
4:30pm in Blencogo Village 

Hall where members help each 
other. Refreshments provided, 

regular outings, tel 016973 
61158 or 61327

Blencogo Art Group

Silloth Library
Open Monday, Wednesday & 

Friday 10am to 4pm
Saturday 10am to 1pm

016973 31944
cumbria.gov.uk/libraries

Abbeytown Choir
A fun friendly community choir
Meets Tuesdays 6pm - 7pm
All welcome, no experience 

necessary. For details please 
check Facebook page or 

contact 
Michelle on 07495 197543

Every Thursday from 2 to 4pm 
in Culterham Hall, £4 per 

session includes refreshments.
Just come along.

Mawbray Nia Group

Buy tickets via our website 
www.wigtontheatre.org 
or call the Box Office:  

07977 835094

Wigton Theatre Club

Silloth Parkrun
Meet on the Promenade beside 
the Tennis Courts at 9am every 

Saturday morning Solway Woodcarvers
Every Monday and Wednesday 
evening at Silloth Community 

Hall from 7pm onwards

Monday Craft Club
Silloth Community Hall 10 - 

11:30am every Monday. Bring 
your current project, exchange 
ideas, chat and have a cuppa

China Painting
Every Friday at Silloth 

Community Hall. 2pm to 4pm.  
All welcome.

Sewing Group
Every other Thursday at Silloth 

Community Hall.  12 – 4pm.  
All abilities welcome.

Family History Grp
Tuesdays at Silloth Community 

Hall from 6 – 8.30pm. Bring 
along your own research and 

meet fellow genealogists

Badminton
Abbeytown Badminton Club 

meet on Wednesday evenings, 
check details on their facebook 

page, £5 per night

The Silloth RNLI shop is open 
Monday to Friday 1pm to 4pm 

Weekends 10am to 4pm.
Our shop is staffed by 

volunteers and may not be 
open at the advertised time.

We apologise for any 
inconvenience.

Good Companions
Have a coffee morning / fund-

raiser on the first Monday each 
month from 10:30 to 11:30am.
£2 entry for refreshments plus 
tombola, raffle and cake sale.

Banking Hub
Maryport Banking Hub is 

operated by the Post Office on 
Senhouse Street as follows:

Monday: NatWest
Tuesday: HSBC

Wednesday: Halifax
Thursday: TSB
Friday: Barclays

Abbey Tots
We meet on Tuesdays during 

term time only at Holme 
Cultram Abbey 10am to 
11:30am, all welcome

Scrabble Club
Meet in Silloth Library on 
Fridays 10:30am to 1pm

Backgammon Club
Meet in Silloth Library on 

Wednesdays 1:30pm to 3:30pm

Wigton Widows and Widowers
Meets every 3rd Sunday 

of the month 1pm-3pm in 
Cornerstone Methodist Church 

Wigton. Join us for a light 
lunch and entertainment.

For information please visit 
our Facebook page or contact  

Michelle on 07495 197543

Widows & Widowers

March
29th	 Mawbray Village 
Hall- 2pm - Talk from First 
Responders and demonstration 
how to use a Defibrillator

April
4th	 Easter Egg Hunt at 
Abbeytown Church 2pm to 4pm

4th	 John Peel Theatre 
presents ‘The Invisible Man’ 
at 7:30pm, tickets from 
Ticketsource

6th	 Easter Teas at Holme 
Cultram Abbey noon onwards 
see advert

10th	 ‘Silloth Creates’ in 
Silloth Library

11th	 Silloth & District 
Pensioners Coffee Mornings in     
Christ Church Silloth @ 10am

13th	 Silloth Town Council 
meeting in the Community Hall 
at 7pm

14th	 Holme Low Parish 
Council meeting at 7:30pm in 
Silloth Community Hall

15th	 Friends of the Green 
AGM at 10am at the potting 
shed on the Green, 
all welcome

17th	 Silloth Master Quiz in 
Christ Church at 7pm

19th	 John Peel Theatre 
presents ‘The Haar’

22nd	 Silloth Nursing Home 
/ League of Friends, Coffee 
Morning in Christ Church, 10am

30th	 Mawbray Village Hall 
- Monthly Quiz 7.30pm

May
9th	 Silloth & District 
Pensioners Coffee Mornings in     
Christ Church Silloth @ 10am

10th	 May 10th Mawbray 
Village Hall  - Spring Plant & 
Craft Fair 10am - 3:30pm

11th	 Silloth Town Council 
meeting in the Community Hall 
at 7pm

15th	 Brownies Bingo in 
Newton Arlosh Village Hall
see advert

20th	 Silloth Nursing Home 
/ League of Friends, Coffee 
Morning in Christ Church, 10am

28th	 Mawbray Village Hall 
- Monthly Quiz 7:30pm

July
11th	 Silloth & District 
Pensioners Coffee Mornings in     
Christ Church Silloth @ 10am

11th	 Strawberry Teas at 
Holme Cultram Abbey noon to 
4pm

12th	 Strawberry Teas at 
Holme Cultram Abbey noon to 
4pm

18th	 Vintage Rally on 
Silloth Green

19th	 Vintage Rally on 
Silloth Green

22nd	 Silloth Nursing Home 
/ League of Friends, Coffee 
Morning in Christ Church, 10am

25th	 Soul on the Green 
11am to 8pm

30th	 Mawbray Village Hall 
- Monthly Quiz 7:30pm

September
12th	 Silloth & District 
Pensioners Coffee Mornings in     
Christ Church Silloth @ 10am

23rd	 Silloth Nursing Home 
/ League of Friends, Coffee 
Morning in Christ Church, 10am

24th	 Mawbray Village Hall 
- Monthly Quiz 7:30pm

August
9th	 Oulton Tractor Run

19th	 Silloth Nursing Home 
/ League of Friends, Coffee 
Morning in Christ Church, 10am

27th	 Mawbray Village Hall 
- Monthly Quiz 7:30pm

June
13th	 Silloth & District 
Pensioners Coffee Mornings in     
Christ Church Silloth @ 10am

24th	 Silloth Nursing Home 
/ League of Friends, Coffee 
Morning in Christ Church, 10am

25th	 Mawbray Village Hall 
-Monthly Quiz 7.30pm

October
3rd	 Cumbrian Dialect 
Competition 50th

10th	 Silloth & District 
Pensioners Coffee Mornings in     
Christ Church Silloth @ 10am

21st	 Silloth Nursing Home 
/ League of Friends, Coffee 
Morning in Christ Church, 10am

29th	 Mawbray Village Hall 
- Monthly Quiz 7:30pm

November
14th	 Christmas Fayre in 
Holme Cultram Abbey

14th	 Silloth & District 
Pensioners Coffee Mornings in     
Christ Church Silloth @ 10am

14th	 Christmas Fayre in 
Holm Cultram Abbey

25th	 Silloth Nursing Home 
/ League of Friends, Coffee 
Morning in Christ Church, 10am

26th	 Mawbray Village Hall 
- Monthly Quiz 7:30pm

December
16th	 Silloth Nursing Home 
/ League of Friends, Coffee 
Morning in Christ Church, 10am

Dominoes Group
Dominoes held in West-

newton Village Hall  every 
Saturday at 1:30 p.m.                                                

Come along and enjoy a 
friendly game for £3 includes 

Tea and biscuits.

Silloth Carnival Committee 
would like to let you all  

know the theme for  
this year’s carnival is 

ALL THINGS CARNIVAL. 
Think of Notting Hill or Rio and 

come in your best  
carnival regalia.

Start planning your entry NOW!

The Speakers Chair by Kim McKnight
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Solway Buzz 
Phone Book

This section recognises those whose financial help keeps the Solway Buzz going. 
If you wish to contribute in this way without taking an advert, please contact the 

Buzz, it costs only £52 a year.

Useful Phone Numbers
Age Concern Home Safety Scheme		

			   0800 678 1602

Age UK	 01900 844670

Chemist, Silloth:	 016973 31394

Church Catholic	 01900 814826

Community Grants:	 01900 325013

Crime Stoppers:	 0800 555111

Cumberland Council 	 0300 373 3730

Dentist, Alma Terrace:	 016973 31270

Dentist, Emergency:	 01228 603900

Doctor:		  016973 31309

Doctor CHOC service	 03000 247 247

NHS				   111

First Responders can only be called by the

 Ambulance service, call: 999

Electricity Power Cut	 105

Gas:			  0800 111 999

Highways Hot Line	 0300 303 2992

Hospital:		  01228 523444

Holme St. Cuthbert School, Mawbray:	

				    01900 881242

Holm Cultram Abbey CofE School

Abbeytown:		 016973 61261

MP: 

Markus Campbell-Savours:         07733 330593

Neighbourhood Forum:	 01900 325013

Police:		   101

Quakers, Wigton:	 01228 523174

Register Office, Wigton:	 0300 373 3730

Samaritans:	 	 01228 544444

Silloth Community School:          016973 31234

Silloth Library	 016973 31944

Silloth Nursery & Junior School:	

				    016973 31243

Silloth Town Clerk:	 016973 31128

Silloth Tourist Information Centre:	

				    016973 31944

Solway Buzz:	 0750 180 5775

Paragon Vet:	 01228 710208 

Millcroft Vet:	 016973 23898

Waste Disposal Dept:	 01900 702800

Water LeakLine:	 0800 330033

Water & Waste Problems            0345 6723723

West Cumbria Carers	 01900 821976

Please, let us know what you want included

Advertisers 
entries 

are 
always

Free
in 

the
Phone 
Book

Allerdale & Eden Roofing
01900 813517

AM Jones Carpentry
07983 489212

Christine’s Taxis
07917 564583

D A Harrison
016973 42277

Devonshire House Dentures
01228 529128

Fairydust Emporium
016973 31787

Golden Dawn Nurseries
07748 647665

Goood Companions
016973 315533

Green View / Stella’s
016973 31743

Hair She Goes
07857 989358

Harrisons Store Ltd
016973 61231

Ian the Electrician
07727 127000

Jaybees
016973 31245

Mike Taylor Plumbing
07773 069856

Mrs Wilson’s
016973 31155

P Scott Carpets
016973 31224

Painting & Decorating
0759 6609 717

PM Roofing Specialists
07931 362163

Seasoned Firewood Logs
07762 772208

S.O.S.C.S.
016973 32452

Slimming World (Denise)
07799 708465

Slimming World (Michelle)
07984 998946

Stanwix Park
016973 32666

Timbercare	
07453 984590

Upholstery, Irene Armstrong	  
016973 31836

West Silloth Motors
016973 32833

Wheyrigg Hall Hotel
016973 61242

Window Doctor
07394 378195

WW Windows UK
01228 810404

Silloth Library 
Easter Display

On Friday 10th April, to celebrate the National 
Year of Reading, Silloth library will have a display of 
art and craft work by the “Silloth Creates” group, with 
demonstrations and poetry readings. 

Visitors are welcome to bring along their favourite 
book from childhood and create a mini collage using 
their book for inspiration! 

Materials supplied.
More details from Silloth Library.

LADIES
Have you ever thought about 

playing golf?
Here is your chance!

A FREE taster session is being 
held at Silloth Golf Club on 

Thursday 30th April at 6pm to 7pm
If you think this sport is for you 

this will be followed by 5 coaching 
sessions every Thursday from 7th 

May 6pm to 7pm
The cost for the 5 coaching 

sessions will be £50. All equipment 
will be provided if required

Contact Silloth on Solway 
Professionals

Tel: 016973 32404
Email: 

professional@
sillothgolfclub.co.uk

All new starters 
welcome, come 

and give 
golf a go!

£1,886 Raised for 
Eden Valley Hospice

My mother, unfortunately, passed away two 
months ago, and during her last four days on this 
earth, she was cared for by Eden Valley Hospice 
and on the 29th of January, she passed away. At her 
funeral, we accepted donations for the Eden Valley 
Hospice, raising £1,886 from friends and family.

Thank you to everyone who has been there, 
showing their support during this very difficult time 
for my family. We received hundreds of cards and 
flowers, not including Facebook messages and text 
messages.

It was amazing to see everyone who attended 
Barbara Colclough’s funeral, with 170 people present 
at the ceremony and 
plenty more in spirit who 
couldn’t attend, showing 
how loved she truly was 
and how much of an 
impact she left on people’s 
lives.

Everyone was so 
generous in donating 
money to Eden Valley 
Hospice, which cared for 
my mother in her final 
moments on this earth, 
showing her a level of 
dignity and respect that I 
will never forget.

Today, we donated 
£1,886 to Eden Valley 
Hospice.
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Memorable Day at Silloth Dock Five Years Ago

Silloth Tide Tables

Report & Photos by: 
John Forrester

More coverage of shipping at 
Silloth can be found at www.

cumbriashipphotos.weebly.com

The start of the year didn’t live up to 
expectations for local ship spotters with 
arrivals coinciding with drab winter days. 
Rather than write an article around the 
resulting dull photos, this month features 
ships from five years ago when we enjoyed 
more traditional winter weather. On those 
bright crisp days photographers were much 
happier with the quality of their shots. 

The first arrivals of that year were 
memorable for several reasons. It was one of 
those rare occasions when two ships arrived 
on the same tide. This required a local pilot 
on each ship and careful timing. There was 
only limited time when the dock gates could 
be kept open to complete the manoeuvre. 
The ships, KAPITAN SAKHAROV and 
STÖRTEBEKER, were both making their 
first visits to Silloth which attracted a good 

turnout of ship spotters.
Having spent New Year at sea, the 

KAPITAN was first to dock and would be 
one of the last Russian ships to call at Silloth. 
As the ship passed by, crew stationed at 
the bow looked to be in high spirits as they 
chatted on the radio. Over the years, Russian 
ships have been frequent visitors to the port, 
often making long voyages from the far north 
of the Baltic Sea. Their names, written in 
Cyrillic script, have been a novelty for ship 
spotters and often a challenge to translate. 
The KAPITAN, registered in Arkhangelsk, 
commonly referred to as Archangel, was 
carrying a full load of fertiliser from Belgium. 

Meanwhile, the second arrival was 
making her approach towards the dock 
entrance. Sea conditions were unusually 
calm allowing steady control of the ship. 

STÖRTEBEKER had travelled the 
furthest of the two ships bringing wheat 
from the Baltic port of Vierow, a regular 
source of grain for Silloth. The ship was 
operated by a joint Finnish/German venture 
whose logos were seen on the funnel and 
wheelhouse. Not to be left out, Britain was 
included in the ship’s credentials with a 

port of registry of Gibraltar. The flag of the 
British overseas territory was flying proudly 
at the stern. One final observation; the ship 
is named after a legendary 14th-century 
pirate reported to have a liking for large 
portions of ale. All in all, it was a memorable 
day to wrap up warm and explore Silloth 
waterfront with a camera. 

STÖRTEBEKER 
advanced at walking 
pace and was held 
between the dock gates 
while waiting for the 
first Russian ship to be 
secured at the quayside. 
This was an unusual 
holding pattern which 
some of us hadn’t 
seen before. Once the 
path ahead was clear, 
STÖRTEBEKER made 
her way into the dock.



Local Tradesmen and Services

Firewood 

Electrician

Seasoned Firewood Logs
DELIVERY AVAILABLE

Tel: Ashley Sharp
016973 31495 or 07762 772208

Ian the Electrician
your local connection
Over 30 years experience

Friendly and reliable service

Mob: 07727 127000
Tel: 016973 23420

All domestic installations
Inspection and testing
Maintenance & repairs

Plumber

Roofers

PM Roofing 
Specialists

Proprietor Peter McKie, Established 1980

Tel: 01228 548591  or  Mob: 07931 362163  
or  07833 305647  or  07534 050007

No job too big or small • uPVC Guttering, Facias & Soffits
• Re-slating   • Tiling  • Chimney Stacks

• Flat Roofing Specialists (Firestone rubber cover & GRP 
Fibreglass with 30 year guarantee)

Insurance Claims   *   Free Estimates

Maryport: 01900 813517
Whitehaven: 01946 313103

Mobile: 07518 454396

Slating & Tiling • Velux Window Installations
 Repairs • Lead Work • Flat Roofing Specialist  

Fascias & Guttering • Storm Damage
Insurance Work • Free Estimates and Free Advice

www.allerdaleandedenroofingservices.co.uk 

M Taylor
Plumbing & Gas Central 
Heating Engineer
Gas Safe Registered
Mob: 07773 069856

Painting & 
Decorating

Interior & External 
work carried out

Free Estimates
Est 1991

Recent work can be 
viewed on Instagram
(marcusgardiner1)

0759 6609 717
Silloth & Surounding Areas

Decorator

Timber Care

Your Local Window 
& Door Repair Specialists

Windows & Doors

Joinery

AM Jones 
Carpentry

07983 489212

General Joinery
Kitchens 

Bathrooms 
& Wet Rooms

Laminate, Hardwood 
& LVT Flooring

TimberCare

For a free, no-obligation estimate, call
Mobile/Whatsapp: 07453 984590

Email:  
timbercare.cumbria@gmail.com 

Timber Treatment 
Specialists with over 
40 Years experience

Woodworm treatment
Dry rot
Wet Rot

Subfloor ventilation

Windows & Doors

WWWindows Carlisle Ltd
supply and install window and 
door systems for any project,
24/7 emergency callout service
Tel: 01228 810404
E: info@wwwindows.co.uk

Wigton Bowling Club
Mondays 

3:30pm, 5:30pm & 7pm
Tuesdays 

7am, 9am & 10:30am
Contact: Denise on  

07799 708465

Caldew Hall

Saturdays 
8:30am & 10am

Contact: Michelle on  
07984 998946

New Dentures Direct  |  FREE Consultations
Economical to Premium Range Dentures
All work carried out by the Clinical Dental 

Technician in the Denture Clinic

Tel: 01228 529128
Devonshire House Denture Solutions, 51 Spencer Street, Carlisle, CA1 1BB

www.devonshirehouselab.co.uk

JayBee’s

open 7 days a week
6 Criffel Street, Silloth, Tel: 016973 31245

Wide range of frozen food + Eggs / Bacon / Milk
Key cutting / Watch batteries

Local Shrimps / Reusable vapes
Toiletries / DIY goods

Good range of dog stuff from treats to jackets
Frozen fishing bait
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Now 
Where Will You 

Eat Today?

Stella’s Bistro 
at the

Green View Guest House

6 Park Terrace, Criffel Street, Silloth, Wigton, CA7 4DQ
E: enquiries@stellasbistro.co.uk    W: www.stellasbistro.co.uk

Tel: 016973 31743
Open Wed to Sat from 6pm, (booking advisable)

Locally Sourced Handcrafted Cuisine
Fully Licenced - Range of Beers, Wines and Spirits available

search @FairydustHQ

Open 7 Days

Tel: 016973 31787
or 07842 062118

Dog Friendly

Biggest Hot Chocolate 
in Cumbria

The home of the

Vintage 
Tearoom 

& Bar
Sunday Lunch 
Served Noon to 8pm
Two Courses £21.95

Three Courses £26.95
Takeaway Roasts Available

Wheyrigg, Abbeytown, CA7 0DH, Tel: 016973 61242

Serving Good Food and Drink 7 days a week

Wednesday Pensioners 
Menu 2 courses for £15 

inc Tea or Coffee

Friday Night is Grill Night
Sirloin, Ribeye, Rump or 

Pork from just £18

Coffee House • Eatery • Fully Licensed

All Day Breakfasts • Lunch • Light Bites
Coffee • Cakes • Afternoon Tea

Take Away Afternoon Tea & Charcuterie Boxes
 016977 44567          Mrs Wilson’s of Silloth

Located opposite the Green – Silloth, CA7 4BT

Open Daily 10am – 5pmOpen Daily 10am – 5pm

Silloth Golf Club Junior Section Prize-Giving
As the year draws to a close, it is time to reflect 

on the great year the junior section has had.
Prize Giving
We held our Annual Prize Giving in November. 

It was fantastic to see both experienced and new 
players in the section receiving silverware. It was 
encouraging to see so many juniors picking up prizes 
and some new faces.

The evening was a very enjoyable watching the 
juniors collect their trophies and prizes, I ‘m not too 
sure who was prouder the players or their parents.

Well done to all the juniors who won prizes.
Junior Championship - Graham Claret Jugs
We continued the same format for the 

Championships for 2025. A qualifier was held 
mid-year for players using the Red tees, Black tees 
and WHS tees. This then led to the semi-final and 
final being played on Finals Day. This year saw the WHS 
players play for the Sim Trophy which is the main junior 
championship trophy that hasn’t been played for a number 

Report by: Peter Ellwood

of years. 
Professional Competition
Each year in the Professional Competition we play for the 

coveted “Green Hoodies”. The competition is an individual stoke play 
competition with partners drawn at the end. Once the teams are 
known the two scores are added together and the team with the lowest 
score are declared the champions. This year the Hoddies were won 
by the team of Mack Jourdain and Harry Thompson, pictured right 
proudly wearing their green hoodies.

Season 2026
We will be looking to kick the season off again on Sunday 1st March 

2026 at 12:00 with our annual “Natter”. It will be an opportunity to get 
together; measure for players using the ‘Club2gether’ scheme. We shall 
also hold an event in the weeks after this to give opportunity for any 
new juniors who wish to achieve a Red or Black handicap, in order to 
be able play in competitions this season.

Competitions 2026
In 2026 we are looking to develop our WHS section and work 

towards entering a team in the Northern Cumbrian League. In all 
competitions the WHS juniors go out before the Natterjack Juniors 
and play an 18 hole stableford competition. These Competitions are 
open to any junior with a WHS handicaps who is a member of Silloth 
on Solway Golf Club. All competitions are listed in the fixture book; 
for more information or a chat please contact Peter Ellwood on 07748 
051320.

Looking forward to seeing the juniors back on the course in 2026!

2025 Junior Champion: James Wareing
2025 Black Champion: Louie Pearson
2025 Red Champion: Katie Hudson Mack Jourdain and Harry Thompson
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